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DISTRICT HONORS EIGHTY-FOUR NEW SENIOR SCHOLARS DURING
ANNUAL RECOGNITION BANQUET HELD AT PALMETTO TERRACE

Being named as a Senior Scholar has quickly become one of the most recognizable marks of
distinction for Aiken County Public Schools seniors. Inclusion within the high-performing group
signifies a student who has exhibited outstanding academic performance, and showed
determination and a commitment to consistency over 15 consecutive academic reporting periods.

The 2018-19 school year marks the second year of the Senior Scholars program in Aiken County.
Eighty-four graduating seniors qualified this year for the award, an increase of 15 students from
the inaugural year. All District high schools with graduating seniors were represented among this
year’s group of Senior Scholars.

To qualify as a Senior Scholar, students must be ranked in the top 10 percent of their class, and
have a minimum 3.8 grade point average (GPA). Students also must not have a grade lower than
a B in all courses for 15 consecutive quarters of their high school career.

“These students have displayed not only an advanced academic capability, but also a commitment
to a solid work ethic that will help carry them to success throughout their lives,” commented Mr.
Alvin Pressley, who serves as Aiken County Public School District Executive Director of High
Schools. “Celebrating academic achievement and excellence in our students is always a terrific
experience, and we wish each 2019 Senior Scholar all the best in their future plans.”

Senior Scholars and their families were honored at a celebration dinner May 23 catered by the
North Augusta High School Culinary Arts Program and teacher Rose Butler. The banquet was held
at North Augusta’s Palmetto Terrace and featured Entertainment for the evening was provided by
the Aiken High School Quartet, under the instruction of AHS Band Director Greg Priest.
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Cadets of the South Aiken High School NJROTC “Buccaneers” presented the colors during the
recognition banquet, while the National Anthem was performed by Wagener-Salley High School
senior student Taylor-Lauren Adams. Guests were greeted by Aiken County Board of Education
member Rosemary English (District 7), and the invocation was offered by Pastor Shane Williams
of True North Church in North Augusta. Leah Padgett, a former Senior Scholar from Midland Valley
High School’s graduating Class of 2018 and a current student at the University of South Carolina
Aiken, served as the event’s keynote speaker.

The Senior Scholar recognition banquet was established to recognize high school seniors in Aiken
County Public Schools for academic excellence. The banquet is a celebration honoring the
academic achievement of our District-wide senior class.

Aiken County Public Schools Class of 2019 Senior Scholars include the following students:

(AIKEN HIGH SCHOOL) Kacie Abney, Madison Cothran, Samuel Crawford, Blake Durden, Jason
Garrison, Charlton Hill, Jahleel Johnson, Jared Keklak, Brian Marra, Sabrina Skiff, Sabrina Stein, and
Ashley Weaver; (MIDLAND VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL) Manuel Alvarado, Mallory Beard, Karson



